Vilma Espin (1930-2007)

Written by ZoneZero

Vilma Espin, the wife of Cuba's acting leader Raul Castro and for years one of the most
important women in Cuba, died last Monday, June 18 in Havana. She was 77. Espin fought
alongside Fidel Castro during the Cuban revolution and married his brother Raul shortly after
the revolution.

Espin's power base was the Federation of Cuban Women, which she founded in 1960 and
fashioned into an important pillar of support for the communist government. She served as its
president for four decades, with virtually every woman and adolescent girl on the island listed as
members.
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