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On the introduction of this book we read:

  

“Our photographs contain our memories and our legacy, they connect us to our family and
friends. Even if they are cracked, yellowed or damaged, we don’t throw them away. No matter
how tattered or faded a photograph is, it still helps us remember and learn about the past”.

  

  

The latest edition of Photoshop by Katrin Eismann helps everyone -from retouching personal
photographs to professional portraits- to get started in Photoshop 7.

  

  

The structure of the book is based on the order of steps Katrin recommends for working on the
images. First, there are your Photoshop basics, then file organization and finally the use of
tools. She suggests to do color correction prior to eliminating impurities and damages of the
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image. She shows several creative ways for retouching portraits and the techniques used by the
pros in advertising. Katrin illustrates the reader how to solve a problem in several manners
sharing tips from her expert friends.

  

  

One of the features of this edition is the possibility to download the images used in the book for
practice from www.digitalretouch.org

  

  

Other good pieces of advice from Katrin include learning the shortcuts on the keyboard, thus
keeping away from the arm strenuous mouse and avoiding filters and utilities that do not have
specific values for risk of over altering the image. She stresses the importance of working with
layers, of grouping them and assigning them names and keeping the original image unaltered.
This enables you to do corrections step by step avoiding waste of time and effort. She also
suggests to step back and taking a good look before using the most obvious tool. Seeing how
the image is constructed will take you to the more efficient ways of dealing with a problem.

  

  

Kim stresses that there are no recipes, it is important to be creative and have good knowledge
of the tools to use them in different kinds of images. Even though the book focuses on portrait
restoration and retouching and the many ways to increase quality, its techniques and tips are
useful for other kinds of photography.

  

  

One of the great things about this book it that the multiple techniques and ways shown in it keep
you from giving up on significant photographs that are practically on the verge of
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disappearance.

  

  

The book focuses on making the subject look good. Chapter 9 deals with techniques to make
people look slimmer or teeth whiter, improving the tones of skin color and deleting unwanted
individuals. It is quite a fun chapter however, as Katrin herself points out, these
recommendations are based on certain aesthetic standards that emphasize a prevailing beauty
ideal that is not the only one that exists or should exist.

  

  

Chapter 10 will come in very handy for those dwelling in advertising and fashion photography.
These kind of images demands a subtler retouching that is vital for advertisements, such as
flashlights reflecting on the eye, trimming down the inexistent potbelly of a model, or making her
look tanned. The book has a light mood, cracking a few jokes while explaining the different
techniques. The book is didactic and has plenty of examples, but in my opinion practicing with
the same set photographs to try to get the same results of the book limits the understanding of
the tool’s capabilities, to solve a different problem would force to improve the learning of the
technique.

  

  

There is a number of books on Photoshop on the shelves, the programs evolves every year, on
the one hand getting user-friendlier but on the other more complex. When selecting a book one
must take into account that Photoshop is a very extensive program that can be used for very
different purposes, from the slight improvement of a good photograph and the restoration of a
very damaged one to the creation of imaginary worlds or people. There are no limits to what you
can do with Photoshop if you have an idea; it is a question of deciding what you want to know. If
you want to go for portraits, Katrin Eismann’s book is a good choice.
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Mariana Gruener

  

  

  

  

  

Katrin Eismann

  

  

  

Internationally recognized artist, author, and educator who has been working with digital
imaging tools since 1989. Katrin's extensive teaching and speaking engagements address the
latest tools and techniques of digital imaging and the impact they are having upon professional
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photographers, artists, and educators. She has taught and presented in Europe, Asia, South
America, and throughout North America.

  

  

Katrin studied photography and electronic still imaging at the Rochester Institute of Technology.
She was the first intern at the Kodak Center of Creative Imaging in Camden, Maine. Three
years later she was the Director of Education and had implemented a rigorous curriculum that
focused on imaging, design, and multimedia.

  

  

In 1998: Katrin co-authored; Web Design Studio Secrets and Adobe Photoshop Studio Secrets,
2nd edition for IDG Books; chaired two Thunder Lizard Productions Focus on Photoshop
conferences. In 1999: Silicon Graphics Computer Corporation selected Katrin to participate in
the Vanguards of Visual Computing Program. In 2000 she taught at numerous workshops and
at the School of Visual Arts in NYC. In 2002: Katrin received her MFA degree in Design from the
School of Visual Arts in NYC.

  

  

  

  

  

http://www.zonezero.com/magazine/dcorner/gruener/restore.html
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