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Dear HonestReporting Subscriber

Israel's Operation "Cast Lead" dominated the newspapers, airwaves and internet for its
duration, with the aftermath still generating headlines and opinion. It is extremely important to
expose those cases where the story became agenda-driven or when the media simply got it
wrong. This has been graphically illustrated by an about-turn by the UN.

One of the most serious and damaging episodes for Israel during the Gaza conflict centered
around charges, amplified by UN spokespeople, that Israel had deliberately targeted a UN
school compound, killing 43 civilians sheltering there.
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HonestReporting highlighted the Canadian Globe and Mail's investigation that concluded that
the school itself was not shelled.

Following the publicity generated by the Globe and Mail report, the UN has been forced to admit
that its initial claims were false. According to Ha'aretz :

It seems that the UN has been under pressure to put the record straight after doubts arose that
the school had actually been targeted. Maxwell Gaylord, the UN humanitarian coordinator in
Jerusalem, said Monday that the IDF mortar shells fell in the street near the compound, and not
on the compound itself.

Gaylord said that the UN "would like to clarify that the shelling and all of the fatalities took place
outside and not inside the school.”

As commentator Andrew Bolt writes in response:
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But it seems the real story is that 43 people, including at least two Hamas militants, were killed
when Israel returned fire from Hamas mortars launched from among a crowd in the street.

You might still not like what occurred. But it is very, very different to what was so widely alleged,
and far more forgivable.

And after the earlier evidence of the media repeating pro-Hamas propaganda and gross
exaggqerations of the death toll in Gaza

, especially among civilians, we need to ask again: how much can we trust the coverage of

Journalists and welfare groups reporting from territory run by terrorists?
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